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This Mission has celebrated the 39" Independence and National Day of
Bangladesh in a befitting manner. The National Flag was hoisted by H.E. the High
Commissioner at the Chancery on 26 March 2009 in the morning. All members of the
Mission and some members of Bangladesh community in Canberra were present at
the Flag hoisting ceremony. This was followed by a discussion meeting on the
significance of the day, organized at the conference hall in the Chancery. Messages
from the Hon’ble President, Hon’ble Prime Minister, Hon’ble Foreign Minister and
Hon’ble State Minister for Foreign Affairs were read out at the beginning of the
discussion meeting. Members of Bangladesh community in Canberra and officials of
the Mission participated in the discussion meeting. The speakers paid their highest
tribute to the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
highlighted his legendary leadership in the Historic War of Liberation. They also paid
great respect to the four national leaders, three million martyrs, two hundred
thousand women freedom fighters, and all the freedom fighters who fought for
achieving the independence of our beloved motherland. They expressed hope that
the democratically elected present Government with a huge mandate from the people
under the able leadership of Hon'ble Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will fulfill the
dream of the Father of the Nation of establishing ‘Shonar Bangla'. The speakers
hoped that the trial of war criminals would be held in a speedy manner.
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Bangladesh High Commissioner to Australia concurrently accredited to the Republic of Fiji Lieutenant
General Masud Uddin Chowdhury met the Mayor of Suva City on 03 April 2009 in Suva, Fiji and
discussed issues of mutual interests. The Mayor sought cooperation in getting investment to the city
from Bangladesh as well as in learning from the experiences of organic waste management of cities in
Bangladesh.

The High Commissioner later met the Commander Land Force Colonel Pita Driti where a briefing on the
role and activities of the Republic of Fiji Military Forces (RFMF) was given by the Chief of Staff of
Operations of RFMF. The High Commissioner also briefed there on the role of the Bangladesh Army in
the development effort of Bangladesh as well as in the UN peace keeping operations. He offered the
training opportunities for the RFMF officers in the Military institutions of Bangladesh.

The High Commissioner met the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Health where he requested to
explore the possibility of importing pharmaceutical products from Bangladesh that are of high quality but
of very competitive price and recruiting more doctors from Bangladesh. He also requested the
Permanent Secretary to send some Fijian students to Bangladesh medical colleges which are of high
standard. The Secretary assured that she would look into the issues. She also mentioned that at this
moment Fiji needs doctors specialized in the field of pathology, radiology and ophthalmology. She also
mentioned that Fiji would procure medicine of high standard with competitive price.

Chief Justice of the Republic of Fiji Islands Mr. Anthony Gates showed his keen interest to learn from
the experiences of the Judiciary of Bangladesh during the meeting with the Bangladesh High
Commissioner Lieutenant General Masud Uddin Chowdhury on the same day at the Supreme Court of
Fiji in Suva, Fiji. Bangladesh High Commissioner informed the Chief Justice that the Government of
Bangladesh separated the judiciary from the executive in November 2007 to have a strong judicial
process to establish rule of law in the country. The current government of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
reiterated the commitment of creating an environment of effective judiciary to establish social justice in
Bangladesh, the High Commissioner mentioned at the meeting.

Bangladesh High Commissioner met Mr. Savenaca Narube, the Governor of Reserve Bank of Fiji
Islands, on the same day and discussed the issues of mutual interests, particularly the issue of tackling
financial crisis by both the governments. The High Commissioner mentioned that the Government of



Bangladesh has taken very pro-active initiatives for the benefit of businessmen, entrepreneurs and
ordinary people by supporting them through different financial packages in the wake of the global
financial crisis so that they can sustain their businesses. The High Commissioner also offered that the
Government of Fiji could acquire the experiences of Grameen Bank to replicate the model of micro-
finance for rural development of Fiji. The Governor responded positively and also expressed his
willingness to acquire the experiences of tackling the financial crisis by the Central Bank of Bangladesh
(Bangladesh Bank) and the Government.

Later the High Commissioner had an interview with the television channel -Fiji TV where he outlined the
potentiality of enhancing bilateral cooperation between Bangladesh and Fiji in the areas of agriculture,
micro-finance and trade.
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H.E. Lieutenant General Masud Uddin Chowdhury, High Commissioner for
Bangladesh to Australia, and Mrs. Jasmin Masud hosted a reception at the High
Court of Australia in the evening. As per the standard practice, the Chief of Protocol
from the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) was present as
the Guest of Honour. More than three hundred invited guests attended the Reception
from 1830 to 2030 hours. The dignitaries attending the reception included among
others the Hon’ble Chief Justice of Australia, Robert Shenton French, the Chief of the
Defence Forces, Air Chief Marshal Angus Houston, AC, AFC, Chief of Army,
Lieutenant General K.J. Gillespie, AO DSC CSM, high officials from the DFAT,
Australian Federal Government, ACT Government, Foreign Diplomats, former
Australian High Commissioners to Bangladesh, Academics, Media Persons, and
members of Bangladesh community.

A two-page special supplement was published in a leading local daily

newspaper The Canberra Times on 26 March 2009 on the occasion of the 39"
Independence and National Day of Bangladesh.



